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have taken from the Renaissance only the details of
their ornamentation. But the farther we depart from
the Middle Ages the more completely is the Gothic
obliterated. In the central pavilion of the Louvre,
built by Pierre Lescot before the end of the sixteenth
century, there is no trace of the Gothic. Gradually
the forms imitated from the ancients replaced the
original forms of the Middle Ages, and architecture
was reduced to an imitative art.